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Ida B. Wells 
Commemorative Stamp 
The Ida B. Wells commemorative stamp, the 13th in the Black Heritage Series, was issued February 1 
in Chicago, Illinois, in conjunction with Black History Month. 
As editor and co-owner of The Memphis Free Speech, Ida B. Wells channeled the power of the written 
word to awaken our nation's consciousness about the horrors of lynching. In 1895, she published The Red 
Record, the first statistical study of lynching and mob violence in America. Three years later, she led a 
delegation to Washington, D.C., to protest the lynching of a black postmaster. 
In 1908, Ida B. Wells helped organize and became the first president of the Negro Fellowship League. 
The following year, she helped found the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 
The stamp design, by Thomas Blackshear of Novato, California, features a stunning portrait of Wells 
based on several photographs of her taken during the mid-1890s. Blackshear also designed philatelic 
tributes to Jean Baptiste Pointe Du Sable, James Weldon Johnson and A. Philip Randolph, the three most 
recent honorees in the Series. 
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Every step toward the goal of justice requires sacrifice, suffering, and 
struggle; the tireless exertions and passionate concern of dedicated 
individuals. 
-Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Lifelong dedication to a cause Is often sparked by a single event, a harrowing incident or tragic occurrence that echoes In 
memories throughout the years, edging a person ever onward toward the "goal of justice." 
For Ida B. Wells, whose dedication to the cause of civil rights for all spanned nearly half a century, the event that stirred 
her to dramatic action happened In the spring of 1892. That year, In Memphis, where Wells had formerly taught school and 
then begun a career as a journalist, three men were lynched. The men were friends of Wells, and their deaths filled her 
with such outrage that she began a nationwide crusade against all violent acts that so flagrantly attacked the concept of 
freedom and equality. 
While her crusade against lynching brought her national acclaim, it was not the first time Wells was involved in a 
dispute over civil rights. Several years before, she had sued a railroad line after their conductors had forced her to give up 
her seat and move to a segregated car. For Wells , such incidents were an intoler-
able yet all-too-familiar part of life . Born in 1862, she was the oldest child of 
James and Lizzie Wells, two former slaves who died of yellow fever when she was 
only fourteen. While working to support her brothers and sisters, Wells attended 
classes at Fisk University and later began writing newspaper essays in local 
papers. 
As her civil rights crusade gained momentum, she helped establish clubs and 
other community service groups In Boston, New York and Chicago. She met 
with President William McKinley in 1898, and later participated in a conference 
that led to the founding of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People. In the early decades of the 20th century she campaigned for 
universal suffrage and equal voting rights. Throughout her life, she was a power-
ful and dynamic leader of those for whom justice seemed a worthy goal . 
This commemorative stamp was designed by Thomas Blackshear of Novato, 
California, and was issued in Chicago, Illinois, on February 1, 1990. 
Stamps printed by the American Bank Note Company 
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espite threats to her life and the destruction of her office and printing press, 
Ida B. Wells had the courage and perseverance to expose to public scrutiny the 
shameful sore of racial violence that plagued America during the Reconstruction 
period. She crusaded relentlessly for human rights , and within her burned an uncompromis-
ing passion for justice. 
As editor and co-owner of The Memphis Free Speech. she channeled the power of 
the written word to awaken our nation's consciousness about the horrors of lynching. ln 
1895, she published The Red Record, lhe firsl statistical study of lynching and mob violence 
in America. Three years later , she led a delegation to Washington , D.C., to protest the 
lynching of a black postmaster. 
In 1908, Ida 8. Wells helped organize and became the first president of the egro 
Fellowship League. The following year, she helped found the ational Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. 
In Crusade for Justice. her autobiography publi heel posthumously in 19 0, she 
explained that she wrote to record "the gallant fight and marvelous bravery of the black 
men of the South, fighting and dying to exercise and maintain their newbor  rights as 
freemen and citizens. " 
The Postal Service is proud to honor Ida B. Wells in our continuing Black Heritage 
Series of stamps. Thomas Blackshear of ovato, California, designed this stamp and others in 
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The authorized gold stamp replica preserved in this cover is produced under a non-exclusive licensing 
agreement with the United States Postal Service. Stamp design © U.S. Postal Service. 
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